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course from the simple to the complex, but the question of spelling does not much trouble them. All the Hindu languages are written in an alphabet that is absolutely phonetic.     You  have  only to know the sound to be  able to write the word. The  alphabet is  the result  of a long period of evolution.     Grammarians  have worked   out   the exact  sound  which  each letter represents.     All these sounds are classified, and the letters of the alphabet are grouped according to that classification.    Hence you hear of labials, palatals, dentals, gutturals, and sibilants.    The Muhammadan boys have   a   little   more   difficulty to  contend with. They use the Arabic alphabet, which runs together the different letters when they are combined into words, in the manner of script or a running hand in Europe;   but  in Arabic the difficulty is that when the letters are combined they do not retain their whole shape intact.    A letter may have one shape as  an initial, another as a medial, and a third as a final*    The learning of all these complexities takes some time, and six months or a year is sometimes spent in a Maktab school over the alphabet.     But when these intricacies  have been mastered, the pupil is in the proud position of knowing that he has  not only mastered his alphabet, but has also learnt a system of shorthand, for with the Arabic alphabet written in a cursive hand you can write as fast as you speak, The boys have not much life at school.    They sometimes have their little jokes and get through